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sians would not be in the helpless plight which would have
left them at the mercy of the enemy as they plunged
through the slime of the river-bed. If by boats or in any
other way the Persians contrived to effect an entrance
through the open river-gates, the tale might very soon run
that Cyrus had outdone all former exploits, and made
the bed of the Euphrates a highway for his troops.

So fell the ancient and mighty city.    It was treated
much like the Hellenic cities of Asia Minor.    Its walls, it
is  said, were breached and  a tribute was    Death of
imposed ; but it underwent no spoliation and    pyru?- an(*
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the population remained probably undis- Egypt by
turbed. From Babylon the thirst of conquest Kambyses-
led Cyrus, according to Herodotos, against the hordes
which wandered through the lands to the east of the
Araxes: in the picture of Xenophon, Cyrus dies peacefully
in his bed. In the former story the savage queen Tomyris,
whom he sought in marriage, defied the man who desired
not herself but her kingdom, and fulfilled her promise of
satisfying his lust for slaughter by thrusting his severed
head into a skin filled with human blood. But if the
career of Cyrus ended with defeat, the impulse which
his energy had given to the Persian tribes remained as
strong as ever. For them freedom, as they called it,
meant immunity from taxation in time of peace and
unbounded plunder in time of war. The motive thus
supplied would account for the invasion of Egypt as
readily as for the campaigns in Lydia and Babylonia.
The stories which ascribed the enterprise to personal
affronts offered to Kambyscs who had succeeded to his
father Cyrus are scarcely worth notice ; but another
cause has been assigned for it which is more consonant
with the ancient majesty of the lords of the Nile.
Egyptian tradition delighted to tell of an invincible king
who led his army of 700,00* men from the walls of
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